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Abstract: This article explores the effective teaching of English vocabulary for specific
purposes (ESP), focusing on the challenges and strategies that cater to learners in specialized
professional or academic fields such as medicine, business, or engineering. It highlights the
importance of vocabulary instruction in ESP and its foundation in various language-learning
theories, including the lexical approach, schema theory, and communicative language teaching.
The article emphasizes the importance of needs analysis to identify relevant vocabulary,
categorizing it into technical, semi-technical, and general vocabulary. It also outlines instructional
strategies such as contextualized learning, task-based learning, and the use of collocations,
multimedia resources, and corpus-based teaching. These methods help learners engage actively
with specialized vocabulary, ensuring that they acquire language skills applicable to real-world
professional communication. The article provides a comprehensive guide for educators seeking to
improve their ESP vocabulary teaching practices, ensuring learners develop both the vocabulary
knowledge and practical language skills necessary for success in their specific fields.
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OBYUYEHME AHI'JINMHCKOM JJEKCUKE JJISI CHEITAAJIBHBIX IIEJEN:
BCEOBBEMJIIOIIIEE PYKOBOJACTBO

AnHoranusi: B sToi1 crathe paccmarpuBaercs 3P¢GeKTHBHOE OOy4YeHHE aHTIIMMCKOM
JeKCcHKe Ui crenuanbHelx neneit (ESP), yaenss ocoboe BHMMaHue npobiieMaM U CTpaTertsm,
KOTOPbIE OJXOAT YYAIIUMCS B CIIELUAIN3UPOBAHHBIX TPOPECCUOHATBHBIX MITH aKaAEeMUYECKUX
o0nacTsaX, TaKuX Kak MeAMIIMHA, OM3HEC WM MHXKeHepus. B Hell momuepkuBaeTcs BaKHOCTh
oOyueHus Jiekcuke B ESP M ero ocHOBBI B pa3iMuYHBIX TEOPHUSX H3YyUEHMs S3blKa, BKIIOUYAs
JEKCHUYECKUH TIOJXO/, TEOPHI0 CXeM W KOMMYHHUKAaTHBHOE oOydeHHe s3bIKy. B crarbe
MOYEPKUBACTCS BAXKHOCTh aHaM3a IOTPEOHOCTEH [UIS OIpeNeNieHUs] COOTBETCTBYIOIIEH
JIEKCHKH, KIaCCUPUIMPYS €€ Ha TEXHHUUYECKYI0, TIOTYTEXHUYECKYIO U OOIIyI0 JEeKCHKy. B Hei
TaKXKe M3JIararoTcs y4eOHBbIE CTpaTeTHH, TaKhe KaK KOHTEKCTYaJllbHOEe OO0y4eHue, o0ydeHHe Ha
OCHOBE 3a/1a4 W WCIOJIb30BaHUE CIOBOCOYETAHUI, MYTbTUMEIUIHBIX PECYpCOB U OOydeHHE Ha
OCHOBE KOPIYCOB. OTH METOJAbl MOMOTAIOT YyYyallUMCS AKTUBHO B3aUMOJICHCTBOBAThH CO
CHELMATU3UPOBAHHON JIEKCUKOM, TapaHTUpPys, YTO OHM NPUOOPETYT S3bIKOBBIE HAaBBIKH,
OpUMEHUMBIE K peaJbHOMY IMpodeccHoHaTbHOMY o0meHuto. CTaTbs MpencTaBiseT coOoi
KOMILJIEKCHOE€ PYKOBOJCTBO JUISI TIE€JAroroB, CTPEMSIIIUXCS YJIYYLIUTh CBOM METOMbI
npernoaBanus JeKCHku ESP, rapanTupysi, 9To yJamniiecs pa3BUBAIOT KaK 3HAHUE JIEKCUKH, TaK U
NPaKTUYECKHE S3BIKOBBIE HABBIKH, HEOOXOIUMBIC JIJIS YCIleXa B X KOHKPETHBIX 00JIaCTsIX.

KiroueBble cjioBa: JIeKCHKa, akaJleMUYECKUe 00JIaCTH, TpenojaBaHne, KOMMYHHKAIHS,
CTpaTerusi, TEOPHS

INTRODUCTION

English for Specific Purposes (ESP) refers to teaching English with a focus on specific
fields or professional contexts, such as medicine, business, law, or engineering. This form of
instruction is distinct from General English because it is tailored to meet the particular vocabulary,
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communication needs, and language functions that learners will encounter in their specific
professional or academic environments. VVocabulary plays a vital role in ESP because the ability
to effectively communicate in specialized contexts hinges on the understanding and use of
technical, professional, or academic lexicon.

MAIN PART

Teaching English vocabulary for specific purposes presents unique challenges and
opportunities. It requires a thorough understanding of the domain in which learners need to
function, as well as methodologies that engage learners actively with relevant and practical
language. This article provides an in-depth exploration of how to teach English vocabulary for
specific purposes effectively. We'll discuss the theoretical foundations, instructional strategies,
challenges, and assessment techniques associated with ESP vocabulary instruction.

Theoretical Foundations of ESP Vocabulary Teaching

1. Lexical Approach to Language Learning

The lexical approach, pioneered by Michael Lewis in the 1990s, emphasizes the importance
of vocabulary acquisition in language learning. Lewis argued that language consists not of
grammar but of lexical chunks—words and phrases that learners use in particular combinations.
In ESP, teaching specific vocabulary chunks is crucial because learners need to use certain phrases
and collocations relevant to their fields. For example, medical students need to know how to
discuss symptoms, treatment options, or diagnostic tools fluently and correctly. Focusing on
frequent lexical patterns, such as word partnerships, collocations, and set phrases, helps students
become more fluent in their specialized context. This approach can be especially useful in ESP as
it offers practical, real-world language usage rather than isolated word memorization.

2. Schema Theory

Schema theory posits that comprehension is based on the interaction between what learners
already know and the new information they encounter. In ESP, students often come into the
classroom with some background knowledge of their field, whether from their studies or
professional experience. Teaching vocabulary should involve activating this prior knowledge and
building on it. For example, in a business English class, learners may already be familiar with
concepts like "market share" or "supply chain™ but may need to learn how these terms function in
English. A schema-based approach encourages instructors to design lessons that bridge the gap
between learners’ existing knowledge and the target language.

3. Communicative Language Teaching (CLT)

ESP vocabulary instruction should always align with the principles of Communicative
Language Teaching (CLT), which focuses on learners' ability to use language for real
communication. CLT emphasizes interaction, context, and authentic use of language. In an ESP
classroom, this means that vocabulary instruction should not be limited to definitions and isolated
exercises; it must involve active use of vocabulary in authentic, context-specific tasks. For
example, engineering students might practice describing processes, discussing technical problems,
or giving presentations. This allows learners to use vocabulary in real-world contexts that mirror
the situations they will encounter outside the classroom.

Needs Analysis: The Starting Point for ESP VVocabulary Teaching

One of the first steps in teaching ESP vocabulary is conducting a thorough needs analysis.
A needs analysis helps determine which vocabulary items are most relevant for the learners'
professional or academic context. This process usually involves:
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1. Identifying learners’ goals: What do learners need English for? Do they need to write
reports, give presentations, participate in meetings, or read academic papers?

2. Assessing learners’ current proficiency: What is the learners' current level of English?
How familiar are they with the technical terminology of their field in English?

3. Understanding the professional or academic context: What specific situations will
learners need to function in? What are the key communication tasks they will need to perform in
English?

4. Selecting relevant vocabulary: Once the needs analysis is complete, instructors can
choose the vocabulary items that are most relevant to the learners’ needs. This may include both
technical terms specific to the field and general academic or professional vocabulary.

Example of a Needs Analysis Process:

In a legal English course, a needs analysis might reveal that learners are preparing for a job
in an international law firm. As a result, they need to be able to draft legal documents, negotiate
contracts, and participate in courtroom proceedings. The vocabulary for this course might include
legal terminology (e.g., "affidavit,” "plaintiff,” "jurisdiction™) as well as more general terms related
to negotiation, documentation, and persuasion (e.g., "clause,” "amendment,” "liability").

Selecting and Organizing Vocabulary

Once the needs analysis has been conducted, the next step is selecting and organizing the
vocabulary to be taught. In ESP, vocabulary falls into three main categories:

1. Technical Vocabulary

This includes highly specialized words that are specific to the field of study or profession.
For example, in medicine, words like "hemoglobin” and "angioplasty" are technical terms.
Technical vocabulary is crucial for communication in the specialized field and must be taught
carefully, as learners may not encounter these words outside their profession. However, teaching
technical terms alone is insufficient, as students also need to know how to use them in context.

2. Semi-Technical Vocabulary

These words may not be unique to the field but have specific meanings within it. For
example, the word "deposition” in legal English has a very specific meaning related to giving
testimony, whereas in everyday English, it refers to a process of laying down matter (e.g., the
deposition of sediments) Teaching semi-technical vocabulary involves helping learners understand
both the general meaning of the word and its specific usage in their professional context.

3. General Vocabulary

While ESP focuses on specialized language, general vocabulary is still important. Learners
need to be able to communicate effectively in a range of situations, which might include using
more general academic or professional vocabulary. This could include words like "analyze,"
"Iinterpret,” or "recommend,” which are useful across a variety of fields.

Instructional Strategies for Teaching ESP Vocabulary

Effective vocabulary teaching in ESP should go beyond memorizing word lists. Learners
need to engage actively with the vocabulary through varied and meaningful tasks that reflect real-
life language use. The following instructional strategies can help achieve this goal:

1. Contextualized Learning

Vocabulary should always be taught in context. This can be achieved by using authentic
texts, such as journal articles, case studies, or business reports, from the learner’s field. Learners
should be exposed to how words are used in context so they can understand their meaning,
nuances, and collocations. For instance, in an English for Nursing course, students could read a
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patient’s case file to identify vocabulary related to symptoms, diagnoses, and treatment options.
They would then practice using these words to discuss a case with a colleague, improving both
their vocabulary and communication skills.

2. Task-Based Learning

Task-based learning (TBL) involves engaging students in real-world tasks that require the
use of specialized vocabulary. Tasks should reflect the types of communication learners will
encounter in their professional or academic settings. For example, in a business English course,
students might be asked to simulate a meeting where they need to discuss a project timeline,
allocate resources, or negotiate terms. This task forces them to use business-specific vocabulary
in a practical context.

3. Focus on Collocations and Phrasal Verbs

Collocations—words that commonly appear together—are an important aspect of
vocabulary instruction. In ESP, certain collocations are especially common in specific fields. For
example, in medical English, phrases like "take a history," "perform a procedure," and "administer
a drug" are frequently used. Teaching collocations helps learners sound more natural and fluent in
their professional communication. Exercises can include identifying collocations in texts,
completing collocation gaps, and producing sentences that incorporate these word combinations.
Similarly, phrasal verbs are often tricky for learners but play a significant role in everyday
professional communication. For example, in legal English, phrasal verbs like "draw up"” (a
contract), "bring about” (a change), or "set aside™ (a ruling) are essential. Teaching the meaning
and usage of these verbs in context is crucial for learner success.

4. Use of Visual Aids and Real Objects

Many ESP learners benefit from the use of visual aids and real objects, especially in fields
like engineering, medicine, or architecture, where technical vocabulary is often linked to concrete
objects or processes. For instance, in an aviation English class, diagrams of aircraft parts or cockpit
instruments can help learners understand and retain vocabulary. Similarly, a doctor learning
English for medicine might benefit from visual aids showing the human body, medical
instruments, or clinical procedures.

5. Incorporating Multimedia Resources

Multimedia resources such as videos, podcasts, or interactive software can provide
authentic exposure to ESP vocabulary in action. For example, watching videos of real business
meetings, medical consultations, or courtroom trials allows learners to hear specialized vocabulary
used in authentic situations. Podcasts in specific professional fields can also expose learners to
relevant vocabulary in a more informal context, helping them understand both formal and
conversational uses of the language.

6. Use of Corpus-Based Approaches

A corpus is a database of real-world language use that can be analyzed to identify patterns
in vocabulary and language use. Teachers can use corpora to identify the most common words and
phrases in a particular field, ensuring that students are learning the vocabulary that will be most
useful to them. For instance, the Corpus of Contemporary American English (COCA) or the British
National Corpus (BNC) could provide examples of how specific technical terms are used in real
contexts. Corpus-based teaching allows learners to focus on vocabulary that is frequently used in
their field, helping them become more proficient and confident.
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